
The Herts CC Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP): what we achieved (and 
what you could too)                Phil Escritt 
Rights of Way Improvement Plans (ROWIPs) provide one of the more promising ways of improving the footpath 
network, particularly in areas where there are likely to be major housing developments, and the present 
consultation by Herts County Council (HCC) is an opportunity to make these plans more widely known. 
  The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 requires every Highways Authority to prepare a ROWIP and 
HCC, the Highways Authority for the whole of Hertfordshire, is at present consulting on the third edition of its 
plan. It consists of a high level policy document covering the years 2017/18 to 2027/28 plus a database of 
proposals for improvements. The policy document and the list of suggestions together with maps covering all the 
districts and boroughs in the county are available on the Herts Direct website at:  
http://tinyurl.com/n56lxmz 
  Once finalised the policy document will stand for 10 years but the database with its associated maps is a living 
document which is updated as new proposals are identified.  
  In the early days HCC had a member of staff dedicated to identifying new proposals and maintaining the 
database. Budget cuts mean that the council is now largely dependent on the public to identify new proposals for 
improvements. 
  Within the St Albans District the St Albans Access Forum (SAAF) is undertaking a systematic review of the 
rights of way in each parish to identify improvement needs. The SAAF includes representatives from the 
Hertfordshire Local Access Forum, the British Horse Society, the St Albans Cycling Campaign, the St Albans 
Footpaths Society and the Ramblers. It is supported by officers from the HCC Rights of Way service and St 
Albans District Council Landscape Architects.  
  We came together originally to coordinate our opposition to the Radlett Strategic Rail Freight Interchange but 
realised that we have a great deal in common and that it is better to resolve our differences in private rather than 
show a divided front which can be exploited by other interests. It has proved to be a very valuable, effective 
forum and we meet regularly to discuss footpath issues, such as the rights of way implications of major planning 
applications. 
  Our work on the ROWIP has consisted of reviewing every existing right of way in each parish, noting where the 
public has created additional paths (desire lines) and considering what would be needed if there are major 
housing developments in any area. We have taken into account both the needs of commuters and of those who 
walk or ride as a leisure activity.  
  We have tried to be practical—making sure that proposed new paths follow existing verges or field boundaries 
and wherever possible avoiding the need for expensive engineering works.  From a financial viewpoint we have 
recognised that in future a major source of the funds for new routes will be developers’ contributions (so-called 
Section 106 payments). We have made it clear that we are not endorsing any proposed development but are 
making sure that if any development does happen, possibly against our own opposition, the developers and 
planners will at least be aware of our views on the necessity of new routes for walkers, cyclists and horse riders.  
  In addition to recording our proposals in HCC’s database we have prepared a Local Implementation Plan for 
each parish which explains why we believe each proposal is necessary. These plans have been presented to 
Parish Councils and groups preparing Neighbourhood Plans and we have received strong support for our work. 
We have completed Implementation Plans for the parishes immediately surrounding St Albans City and are now 
turning to the northern parishes. We have concentrated on places where development proposals seem most 
likely. 
  Developers are more likely to take the ROWIP seriously if its implementation is a requirement of the local 
planning policies. We have succeeded in getting appropriate policies in the district’s draft Strategic Local Plan 
and we have made proposals for appropriate policies in the Detailed Local Plan, currently in preparation.   
  It has been very interesting but also a lot of work. So is it worth it?  This is a long term project and for many of 
our proposals immediate implementation is unlikely, but we are now beginning to see some successes. Based on 
the proposals in the ROWIP, HCC officers have been able to negotiate extensive improvements to the rights of 
way network in the quarry areas between Hatfield and St Albans and we have seen new footpaths and 
bridleways created to give residents access to the countryside from some smaller developments.  
  There have been disappointments where opportunities have been missed but we hope these situations will be 
minimised when the new planning policies are in place. We are likely to see the greatest benefits if and when 
some of the larger housing developments proposed for our district come forward for planning approval.  
  Overall I think our efforts have been worthwhile and I recommend that other parts of our Area should consider 
whether they could undertake something similar. A first step would be to look at the relevant ROWIP maps for 
their borough or district on the Herts Direct website to see what has already been proposed.  
  
 


